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. _ stomach rather hear my dog bark at a crow | night, he did—yo’ mout not bin dere 
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Order. 
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tarries at the house 


the part of villain and 


than a play of comic situations, the 
story as « story is comparatively un- 
important. It is a romance of love con- 
two sets of characters and 
third group intervenes. Don 
Arragon, returning from suc- 


of 


John, the brother of Don Pedro, 


Hero and Beatrice, are met and 


the two sets of lovers, but first 


a dramatic movement. 


80 contrives that the people’s praise 
Hero reaches the ears of Claudio 


terviewed. Claudio is at once paired 
with Hero and Benedick with Beatrice. 
The problem of the play is to tnhle 


to 


provide sufficient opposition to create 
Hero and Clau- 


cealment, announcing her death, — 
tm) 


j repartee upon occasion. 
is sacred. 


to justify his weakners to himrelf. And 
In secret Beatrice responds: “Love on, 
I will requite thee, taming my wild 
heart to thy loving hand.” Their Fre- 
eret deciarations of love prepare us for 
their co®peration in defense of Hero. 
This strange new experience has ciari- 
fied ¢heir perceptions and judgments. 
And now, in pite of “the odd quirks 
and remnants of wit" broken upon 
t companions, they are 
to “bind their loves up in «a 
nd.” tell thee what, 
" sald den his 
“a college of witcrackers 
flout me out of my humour.” 
THE FRATURES OF HUMOR. 
Three formes of humor mingle in the 
pilay—the comedy of social manner, the 


character. The 


mines the atmosphere of the play. Don 
Pedro and his companion iords have 
returned from 


athe wars. In the 
interval of nd the 
serious mi is in abeyance and 


villains the very serving women corur- 
cate with wiiticiems. Beatrice and 
Benedick strike fire at every word. 
BDven the passive Hero shows skill in. 
No moment 
Claudio is thought by Leo- 
nato to jest at te very altar: 
Friar. You come hither my lord to 
marry this lady? 
Claudio. N 


Geeper issues of life. Life depends 
-upon the superficial word. and the 
word turns to dust and ashes. For all 
thie ado goes for nothing. A _ witty 
world is seen royinge itse’f. 
sometimes tragic to itself, 
wavs comic to an observes. Com*dy 
makes quick use of such perversions. 
In an environment of 
nothings tragedy would be misplace4. 

This social temper invites the com- 
edy of situations. The play procerds 
through a series of deceite and dis- 
closures. “Benedick and Beatrice de- 
ceive each other. Claudio deccives 
Benedick and reveals his deception. 
Hero deceives Beatrice and unmeskes 
her secret. Claudio and Hero in their 
turn are tricked by Don John into di- 
vorcement and trapped by the priest 
into marriage. Then Don John ie« 
caught by Dogberry who is so stupid 
that he deceives himself. The whole 
play ts bullt thus wpon deception and 
falsehood. One character, and one 
alone moves in the play without delu- 
sions. That one is Borachio, wh* sticks 
close to the reality of “ a thousand 
ducats;” he alone ado about 
something. The very church connives 
at fraud, and is itself the most fraud- 
ulent. Of course one is not disposed to 
resent this fact, remembering that ar- 
tifice is the life of comedy. vy 
deals with realities, comedy only with 


Phe constables being the only per- 
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evil companions and t 


43 


one that is essential 


coaxed 1 


tended toward 
and moral experi- 


ly 


the others, since it pro- 
contradiction to union and 
of thwarted. 
Hero and Claudio started with a com- 


("Much Ado About Nothing,” act 8, scene 8.) 
his is 
the ny of 
Claudio seeks restitution, and is re- 
quired to m 
that’s dead, 
of Leonato 
is drawn 
amazed Claudio 
their union 
Meanwhile ce only to be seen to 
entrapped into an acknow! ent of at. He and his know 
love, and when Hero is vilely slan-/| well what belongs to a wateh—to of- 
dered they unite in her defense. Fi- | fend no man, to. be Iieft 
nally the priest, who of- | alone till they are sober, thieves to be 
fice of mediator in the play, conducts | permitted to steal out of their com- 
ae Se pany, to let a child ery at night till | 
John taken in flight and -| wakens its nurse. Dogberry knows, 
ished for his evil deeds. A con- | too, what belongs to a justice—to write 
science waits upon the 1 con- | himself down an ass at every question. 
stables. But their chief humor ts one of speech, 
THE DRAMATIO MOVEMENT. | They practice the whole art of mala- 
( @ comedy of language can 
The Gramatic action of the play. fu Ww 
go no rther. e learn from them 
whfle subordinate ¢o the display of that “comparisons are odorous.” 
character, is still of sufficient impor- | Through some stupid blunder doubt 
tance to warrant clear statement. | ¢he watch succeeded in “compre ng 
Three threads of interest constitute | two auspicious persons.” ese were 
the weft of the plot. Don Pedro, Leo- properly “opinioned” and “ 
nate and the priest form one group, the pene 
motive of which action is 
the match of Claudio and 
movement begins wit 
of love look by the bashful 
suit is forwarded 
favored by Leonato. 
ve t of character, 
1 depth, sim 4 
fond and to be loved. 
ported to be brave, but is 
unstable. 


to light. This, becomes 
part of the the play 
Beatrice and Benedick disp'ay in the 


more sat than natural, and 

from intellect rather 
ing. It is a humor touched with bit- 
terness, and is appropriately termed in 
the p’ay “shrewish.” Benedick says of 


DAVENPORT AS BEWEDICK. 


to everlasting redemption.” It is note. 

worthy that in Shakespeare the com- 

edy of character is conducted gener- 
common 


a humor that is 


then from feei- 


Beatrice: “She s poniards, and 
every word stabs.” In the wa 
words Beatrice is | 


dro in the orchard. clearly makes «6 
foo! of himeelf tn the first encounter 
with Beatrice after hie conviction: 

Beatrice. Against my will I am sent 
to bid you come in to dinner. 

Benelick. Fair Beat. ice, I thank you 
for your pains. 

Beatrice. I took no more pains for 
those thanks than you take pains to 
thank me: if it had been painful I 
would not have 

Bened 


come. 
ic ou take pleasure, then, 


Benedick. Ha! “Against my will I 
am sent to bid come in to difmer.” 
There's a double meaning in that. “T 
took no more pains for those thanks 
than you took pains to tahnk me.” 
That's as much as to say, any peins 
that I take from you. is as 
thanks. If I do not take pity 
IT am a villain: 


After this scene, in 
proves he is made of mortal stuff, the 
utterances of both the man and the 
woman are softened. their wit ts less 
sarcastic and more Itke the spontane- 
ous play of perfected personality. 

The wit of the other characters ts fl- 
lustrative of the comedy of society 
rather than of character and belongs 
to the p'av as a whole. The main in- 
terest of the play—the story of Hero— 
inclines toward ¢ y. at 
no time are the sympathies of an au- 
dience enlisted enoneh to arouse the 
felling of pathos. Indeed, the vacilla- 
tions of Claudio—particularly his easy 
repentance and acceptance of the soft 
penaliy of Leonato— ake of the na- 
ture of comedy. We know that through 
whatever interference each will arrive 
at a comile conclusion. Another form 
of humcr appears tn the incogruous as- 
sociation of Italian lords and English 
watchmen, 


“Much Ado About Nothing” represents 
almost the perfection of Shakespeare's 
comic genius. Other p ays are equally 
comic in separate effects, but in none 
is the comedy of environment quite so 
pronounced and arn~-nriate. 
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